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When | began Pious Projects in 2015, | had faith in its potential, but | did not
expect it to achieve the growth and success it has today. Looking back at some
of our most fruitful campaigns, | am humbled to say that not only did we exceed
our goals, but we are on the path of an even more positive future. We have been
blessed with a team of hard working individuals and generous donors that keep
our projects going; from 500 water wells being built in Mali, to providing over 500
people the ability to see for the first time, to countless meals distributed all over
the world. These are blessings that the average person takes for granted, but can
mean the world to someone less fortunate. Being able to make a difference in the
lives of others is the least we can do to give back and show gratitude to Allah for
all that He has given us. With our unique platform, 100% of donated money goes
exactly where it was intended. By the will of Allah, we will reach our $5 million
mark by the end of 2017. As director of Pious Projects, | am inspired daily by our
growth and our ability to make a positive impact in the world we live in. | hope you
are just as inspired and motivated. With your help, we can fulfill our charitable
duties in the eyes of Allah and make this temporary world a better place for all.

Many great memories come to mind when reflecting on this year’s
accomplishments. One in particular was when we first entered Pious Project’s
Orphanage construction site. | was lost in words. Witnessing the beginning of a
project that once was nothing but an idea. Seeing hands from different ethnicities
working together to build this complex. | was hopeful for more change and thankful
for God’s mercy. Later on that day, we toured around villages that received a water
well from our generous donors. Local villagers came out to show their appreciation
to Pious Project’s team. Gifting us from the little they have, such as, chickens,
goats, magical beans, and rice. It is always fascinating seeing how far the small
donations spread. It’s been three years since we started the fight against the
water crisis in Mali. Today, more than five hundred water wells stand firm with the
blessings of God. To our donors, thank you for your trust and support.

These projects motivated youth to bring forth their humanitarian project ideas, and
to allow us help them achieve these goals. We provided online campaign pages
and a base of donors looking to support. Their projects inspired them and others
to continue this admirable path. | am certain and hopeful for yet another year filled
with blessed projects, and achievements inshallah.

Nonprofits organizations hold key importance in our thriving communities and
society as a whole, and I've never been so humbled to be a part of its growing
role. Years before joining Pious Projects team, | was just a donor who believed in
the work that Pious Projects does. | stumbled upon Pious Projects on Facebook
and from that day forward, | never gave my dollars to another organization.
There are over 1.5 million nonprofits in the US alone, but one thing that drew me
towards Pious Projects was its transparency. | had full confidence that every cent
| donated went towards where | intended it, and the projects yielded substantial
results.This feeling is what pushed me to do more, because | knew | was capable
of getting more people involved. | never expected it, but a couple years later, |
was the first official employee of Pious Projects. I've been here for almost a year
now, and the excitement that | had on the very first day remains with me. | wake
up every day knowing that the result of my work can help thousands of people.
Not only has my position been a rewarding experience, but an incredible learning
experience as well.

Inshallah in the coming years, | hope to push Pious Projects to be the best model
organization for non-profit work. | know we have the power to change the lives of
thousands of people. We have the capacity to really make a difference and it’s up
to us to open the avenue for donors and volunteers to join us.



“O people, exchange greetings of peace, feed people, strengthen
the ties of kinship, pray when others are asleep, you will enter
Jannah in peace.” — Prophet Mohammad

These are the wishes of our beloved Prophet -Prayers and
Blessings Upon Him- in which he prescribed upon us so that

we may bring benefit to ourselves and others in this life and the
next. This year we were fortunate enough to be blessed with the
opportunity to fulfill one of his wishes through Feed The Hungry,
where over 3000 meals were prepared and distributed locally,
while contributing to a total of 20000 meals nationally. Leading
the event was by far one of the most demanding and rewarding
experiences I've been through. It was a great opportunity to
learn how to react under pressure and direct a full team of staff
and volunteers. Looking back, it was the sense of being a part
of a greater cause and the responsibility that it entailed which
provided us with the drive to make the event happen. On behalf
of the core team | would like to thank The Ohio State University
and our volunteers for making this incredible project possible
and a special thanks to Pious Projects for orchestrating this
nationwide campaign. Three weeks was all it took to form bonds
with brothers and sisters that would last a lifetime. We ask Allah
-Glorified and Exalted Be He- to reward us all and grant us further
opportunities to serve our communities.

Praise be to Allah

Peck Elementary School is a Pre-K through 4th grade school that
services approximately 1000 students. Peck is located on the
southwest side of Chicago in the West Elsdon neighborhood. We
are a neighborhood school committed to meeting the needs of
our students, families, and community in a holistic manner. After
noticing a large amount of our preschool to 4th grade students
did not have proper winter clothing to keep them warm during
their walks and CTA rides to and from school, we launched a
campaign that supported our Warm Up the Children of Chicago
initiative. Pious Projects of America was alarmed by the amount
of kids in need in their own city and partnered with Peck School
and in just one day, raised $5000 overnight and donated 2000
sets of hats and gloves along with over 450 new coats to warm
up our children of Chicago. The donation provided more than
coats, hats, and gloves for our students; it provided relief and
peace of mind for parents, inspiration to a community, and a

pure example of good heartedness. Not only did Pious warm up
the children of Chicago but they warmed our hearts with their
generosity, kindness, and cognizance! Thank you for helping our
children, our community, and our city!

Okab Hassan-Peck Elementary Principle



Filmmaking has the power to be used for any purpose. From
sharing a simple story, to bringing down unjust regimes. The
ability to touch all of an individual’s senses, provoke them
mentally, emotionally, and physically leave the creator with
power that was never even an idea just a couple centuries
ago. Its ability to do such has paved a path of innovation and
development for many fields, especially non-profit work and
social activism.

Millions of dollars have been raised, and millions of lives have
been changed using film, but a plateau has been reached, the
same content and stories are being recreated and reshared
with a faulty assumption that the emotions, effects, and

actions created once before will be again. Backlash to the
bombardment of film created for this purpose is starting to be
prevalent. Naive as it may be, the desensitization of our society
to life outside our own will lead to the death of fulfilling our
responsibility to the world.

I make films to investigate culture, explore transformational
moments, unearth valuable stories, and question traditional
paradigms. | create narratives that lead to more questions -
that ask audiences to look at their own beliefs and histories
with a new curiosity. My films are about emotional journeys,
personal transformations and social movements. When

making cross-cultural documentaries, | expose problematic
elements, such as the privilege and power of the filmmaker.

| bring out the tension between the cultural norms we are used
to seeing and the representation of what is usually hidden

or untold. Rather than trying to shock audiences, | attempt

to unveil potential connections to the characters or the story,
creating a new view of their own lives.

Through empathy my audience experiences a journey as if in
a first person perspective. The emotions of the protagonists
become the emotions of the audience. The ideas I’'m proposing
become ideas created in the minds of the audience as if they
were their own.
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For over two years, we have been raising funds to
build wells in one of the most impoverished areas
of the world, specifically Mali, Africa. This essential
campaign saw great success in 2017 and we we
were able to build 130 wells, with a total of over 500
wells since the start of our program in 2016. These
results mean that thousands of people now have
access to something as basic and fundamental as
clean drinking water.

The rewards of such a campaign are best
summarized in a hadith which reports that the
Prophet (peace be upon Him) said,

For less than one dollar, you can help provide one
person in Mali with meals for a day. That was the
premise behind this crucial campaign, and we are
so humbled by the generosity of our donors. In
2017, we distributed over 150 containers of food,
e e U (4 each c_:ontaining enoggh rice, sugar, yogurt, dates
s Mg o . M| and oil to feed a family of 10 for one month. In
T
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addition, $10,000 was raised to ensure that villagers
had Iftar available for the last 10 days of Ramadan.
With the help of our sponsors and volunteers, we
wish to continue our efforts in the hopes of offsetting
the dire food situation that Malians face on a daily
basis.
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The people of Dire Dawa, Ethiopia face unimaginable devastation due to the current food crisis and
ongoing drought conditions. These tragic circumstances caused the death of many villagers, as
well as the livestock that was supposed to feed them. Our campaign was created as a way for us to
do our part in finding a solution to end the suffering, as these occurrences cannot, and should not
be ignored. For $50, we are able to purchase the necessary nutrients to feed one Ethiopian family
for a month. Food packages are distributed throughout the year, including during the holy month of
Ramadan, which can prove to be especially difficult. In 2017, the Feed Starving Families in Ethiopia
campaign brought relief to

When the people of Somalia were faced with a horrific famine that

left many starving, dehydrated and dying, we knew that we could not

sit back and watch. We quickly launched an emergency effort to get \\H 5)/
as much food and water as possible to Rasso City, a region severely

affected by the crisis. Our focus was on speed and efficiency, and with

the help of our donors, we raised over $85,000 in 2017, exceeding

our original goal. As a result of your compassion, 14,802 meals were

distributed to families in desperate need.



This campaign is administered by the Heroic Hearts Organization to help bring food aid to the
Muslim Rohingya living in camps in the Rakhine State of Myanmar. Facing genocide, the Rohingya
Muslims are living in desperate conditions. Besides the constant violence and fear that they face
on a day to day basis, families in the camps experience nutrition shortages which bring them to the
brink of despair. Thanks to your support, $22,206.39 was raised in 2017. Over 140 baskets of food
were distributed, which included staples such as rice, oil and lentils.
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Heroic Hearts Organization initiated the Food Support for Palestine
campaign to get much needed aid to the occupied people of the

West Bank and Gaza. Palestinians are forced to live under inhumane
conditions that restrict the flow of goods into their territories. But little
food coming in is not the only problem; Palestinians are living amidst
an economic disaster which means skyrocketed prices on many staple
food items. Campaigns like this not only bring necessary aid, they
also bring hope and light to a community in despair. In 2017, we were
able to purchase over for Palestinians in need.



Sometimes a food item as simple as bread can
bring great relief to a person in need. That is
why the Heroic Hearts Organization launched
this vital campaign, providing fresh bread and
hot meals to families in internally displaced
camps in Northern Syria, refugee camps in
Lebanon, and other areas under siege. In
2017, 5 donors each generously sponsored

a day at a bread baking facility. The average
production per day was 3,500 pieces of bread.
Additionally, over 200 food baskets were
delivered and 100 hot meals were distributed.




Knowledge is light, and Islam is the pathway to
that light. With that in mind, we launched our
fundraising campaign to build an Academy in
Mali to bring hope and quality education to the
underprivileged orphans of that region. The goal
is to recruit top tier teachers and equip them with
state of the art facilities to best serve the children
and change their lives forever. Our plans for the
Academy currently include a two-story building
complete with a library along with science and
computer labs. In addition to academic instruction
that would incorporate various disciplines as well
as Islam, this institution would house hundreds
of children in need and provide them with the
necessary food, shelter, and healthcare that
would allow them to thrive for years beyond. Five
acres of land have already been guaranteed for
this project in the region of Sikasso, Mali. Our
expenses for building the Academy are expected
to be $2M dollars and we are pushing to reach
this goal every single day.

The total funds raised to date exceed over
$374,000. We would like to extend our deepest
gratitude to all who donated. May Allah reward
you in this life and the next. Be sure to check for
updates on this ongoing project on our website.






The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) once said,

Since our very beginning, Pious Projects has strived

to bring relief in as many forms as possible to orphans
around the globe. This campaign in particular focused on
providing hot meals to orphans during and after Ramadan.
We are extremely pleased that in 2017, 1,575 hot meals
were distributed to children as a result of this project.

There is a reason that orphans are mentioned over 20 times
in the Quran. The greatest rewards come from taking care
of those who cannot care for themselves, and there is an
emphasis in Islam on orphans in particular. We show mercy
towards them and hope for Allah’s (SWT) mercy in return.
This is one of the driving reasons behind our Sponsor an
Orphan for $50 a Month campaign.

The affordable contribution gives everyone a chance to give
back and earn rewards in the eyes of Allah (SWT). Larger
annual sponsorships aim to provide children in need with
the education, food, and shelter they need for an entire
year. In the past year alone we have garnered 16 of these
yearly sponsorships through the kindness of our generous
supporters. Our campaign total so far has reached nearly
$50,000. Each and every donation has helped to make a
difference in the lives of children who otherwise would go
without the basic necessities we take for granted. All funds
raised in this program go directly to orphans in countries
which include Mali, Chad, Syria, Palestine, Turkey, & Jordan.
Thank you all for your efforts in making this world a better
place for those who truly need it the most.






There is great reward in the privilege of participating in an Udhiya/Qurbani at the end of Hajj. We are
proud to have been able to facilitate this opportunity for people all over the world on both ends: giving
and receiving. In 2017, we completed over 1000 shares of Eid al Adha Udhiyas/Qurbanis in the
following countries:

Bangladesh Mali Mauritania Burma
Burkina Faso Niger Pakistan Senegal
Central African Republic Somalia South Sudan Syria
Ethiopia Yemen Ghana Kenya
India Malawi Uganda Zimbabwe

This year-round Udhiyah/Qurbani campaign
allowed us to distribute to Syrian refugees
and the underpreviledged in countries such
as Mali, South Sudan, Syria, Somalia/
Ethiopia, Central African Republic and
Mauritania.







Self-sufficiency is one of the greatest gifts you
can give someone, and that is exactly the goal
of this campaign. After a horrific genocide left
many men murdered, the surviving refugees of
N’djamena, Chad were left to struggle without
adequate means of survival. The donations to
this campaign were used to purchase a cow, a
plow, and seeds; tools that gave the villagers a
way to live off the land. A society of 10 families
working together can use these supplies to
help ease the worry of finding their next meal.

Donations from this campaign were used to purchase two donkeys, which are vital animals to villagers,
especially for those who live in remote locations. The donkeys offer a way for people to transport

clean water to areas that lack access to such. The animals are also used as a method to travel to the
jungle in order to fetch firewood, which is then sold for a profit. Finally, they provide a useful means of
transportation in general, such as taxis to get around, or even an ambulance in emergencies.




COMMUNITY
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Our first trip to Mali, Africa was over a year ago, and our main mission then was to give the villagers
access to clean drinking water and supply them with functioning prayer centers as well as medical
centers. We released a documentary on our experience and set up our original Mali campaign, called
Al-Najwa Village. After launching the Al-Najwa Village campaign, we ended up surpassing our goal
with amazing success Alhamdulilah!

The work was not over after that, though. Once we returned to the United States, we assessed

the situation of the communities we visited and came to the conclusion that there were a few key
necessities that were still lacking. In 2017, we traveled back to Mali with a new goal to focus on one of
those key necessities: education. Once again, we released a documentary and launched a campaign,
and our generous donors did not disappoint. Enough money was raised to build masajid, classrooms,
desks, and sponsor orphans. We hope to keep this campaign constantly running inshaAllah!

GainPeace, in conjunction with Pious Projects, launched this campaign dedicated to raising awareness
and spreading the knowledge of Islam. Making the truth about Islam widespread is vital in combating
the negative image that the media portrays about Muslims. Funds raised were used to highlight the
truth of our religion via billboard ads, commercials, and bus ads. Funds also went towards an Islam
hotline, “new Muslim” care packages, and free Qurans.




Nabra Hassanen was only 17 when she

was assaulted and murdered in Ramadan
walking to her local masijid in Fairfax County,
VA. To honor her memory, and to help her
earn good deeds beyond her grave, we
asked for your help in building a water well
in her name. Nabra’s story touched so many
that the response to this campaign was
overwhelming. Enough money was raised to
build 7 water wells in her name, along with a
masjid in her name! May Allah (SWT) reward
you all, may He grant Nabra the highest level
of paradise, and bestow His mercy upon her.

We love our global charity efforts, but it is
also gratifying when we can come together
and help children in our local community.
When the administration at Peck Elementary
School in Chicago noticed a drop in
attendance, they were very concerned. The
students were getting sick, and it turns out
that the cold weather was to blame. Many

of these children could not afford winter
weather gear, so we stepped in to help
remedy the situation. In all, over 400 coats,
2000 hats and 2000 gloves were donated!



When we first launched this campaign several years
ago, we were limited to the Chicago area. This year,
our 3rd Annual Feed the Hungry campaign took
place in 20 cities across the U.S., where dedicated
volunteers gathered to make healthy lunches for the
homeless. These meals were then either delivered
to shelters, or personally handed to homeless
people around the country. Each of our volunteer
cities had a goal of 2,000-4,000 meals. Hundreds

of volunteers across the country participated in

this project and it is thanks to their hard work and
dedication that this year was such a success!

Noor Ali, a past Feed the Hungry leader for Bakersfield, CA, spearheaded this campaign. She
came to us with the desire to help those starving in Yemen and set this project up with Pure Hands,
a relief organization with an emphasis on Yemen. The aim of this campaign was to bring aid to

the people of Lahij and Al Hudaydah, Yemen, who, for years, were suffering the consequences of
a humanitarian crisis. Thanks to Noor’s dedication and hard work, along with the generosity of all
those who donated, 84 locally purchased food baskets were distributed to needy families in the
region during the month of Ramadan. We commend the spectacular efforts of this young leader!
May Allah always grant you success.




RAMADAN




It is difficult for us to understand the plight
of Syrian refugees. We see pictures, hear
stories, and read news articles, but we
cannot fully grasp everything that they

have been through. And through all the
devastation that they’ve survived, nothing
stops them from taking part in the Holy
month of Ramadan. Heroic Hearts created
this campaign to make sure that our

Syrian brothers and sisters in Al Atarib and
Idlib who struggle to survive daily, would
have food to break their fast. One donor
sponsored 150 meals and in total, a little
over $17,000 was raised! We are truly
grateful to all who participated in this special
campaign, as not only did we break the fast
of these refugees, but through doing so,

we showed them that they have not been
forgotten!

Building Blocks of New Jersey created the
Ramadan Iftar for Inmates program in order
to provide for our Muslim brothers and sisters
who are currently serving time. Unfortunately,
these members of the Muslim community are
largely forgotten during Ramadan. Imagine
experiencing a Ramadan away from your
loved ones, and not to mention the entire
community. With just a $1 donation, our
brothers and sisters were able to break their
fast with a hot meal, easing this difficult time
and bringing them some comfort. In 2017,
this campaign generated enough support to
distribute 3,000 meals.



The Ramadan Challenge was created to give
everyone the opportunity to give back during the
Holy month in a simple way by allowing donors to set
attainable donations for every day of the month. We
all know the multiplied rewards for any good deeds
done during the Holy month of Ramadan, and we also
know that Ramadan was the month that the Prophet
Muhammad % was most generous. We hoped that
through this unique project, we could continue his
legacy of generosity and maximize the rewards each
L day.
P.Iagymsu ;E;Ea?ﬂiﬁucsls : Each day of Ramadan was dedicated to a new
lﬂ—l campaign that primarily focused on food, construction,
3 0 ; or community. Some campaigns included feeding
orphans, helping to complete masijid renovations,
DAYS feeding pilgrims in Mecca during the last 10 nights,
3 o supporting CAIR, providing Qurans to villagers in Mali,

and much more.
PROJECTS

Donors had the opportunity to sign up before the

start of Ramadan, and were able to customize their
donations. In the last 10 nights, the option to multiply
donations was offered in the hopes of attaining more
reward on the night of Laylat Al Qadr. We would like to
thank everyone for participating in our first Ramadan
Challenge and pray that every good deed during the
month was accepted! We hope you will join us again
for our Ramadan program next year inshaAllah.

Ramadan Challenge

LT Join now
Y PiousProjects.org/Ramadan

The Hajj Challenge was an opportunity to feed one person a day each of the 10 days of Hajj.
Each meal cost $5 and the funds went to purchase meals from a different country every day. To
complete the challenge, users were expected to do a share of Udhiyah. We also challenged our
users to refrain from cutting their hairs or nails the entire 10 days until Eid. We had a total of 457
participants sign up for the challenge!






Founded by Sh. Omar Suleiman, the Yageen Institute is a non-profit research initiative established
for the purpose of correcting problematic misconceptions about our community through education
and open dialogue. In a time where the Islamophobia industry is being funded in the billions, this is
an organization that is desperately needed. The idea is to wisely combat ignorance and hate with
knowledge and truth via scholarly and well-researched articles and other modes of information. The
Institute will serve as a comprehensive reference of free and accessible information provided by
experts in Islam, and given to anyone who seeks answers.

E ) Combating
= misinformation

YA@EEN

Institute for Islamic Research

Imagine the Sadaga Jariyeh earned by someone
who aided in the education of a scholar or in the
construction of a Masjid. Alhamdulilah through
this campaign, we have had many donors aid

in both categories for Masjid DarusSalam in
Chicago. Of their many programs, the Seminary
program is dedicated to cultivating sincere
students of knowledge and educating them on
the sciences of Islam. We are pleased to have
garnered funds for such a noble cause as well
as for their expansion to comfortably run the
Seminary program as well as their various other
programs going on throughout the week.




The Gift of Islam in Latin America
campaign is a global initiative designed to
educate the Latino community about our
religion in their mother tongue through the
IslamInSpanish organization. Media and
other materials were created in Spanish
and distributed with the aid of grassroots
outreach. This campaign reached Latin
communities around the world, outisde of
Latin America as well.

/)

It is amazing how something as simple as a school bag can bring relief to those less
fortunate. Often we take the opportunity to get an education for granted, let alone a
backpack. Most children in need all over the world have a shared desire to go to school.
And Alhamdulilah, 95 backpacks, along with essential school supplies, were purchased for
children in need in areas of Jordan. Supplying these children with the necessary tools to
succeed in school not only aids their education but provides them with hope!




EMERGENCY RELIEF




In August 2017, Hurricane Harvey landed in
Texas, wreaking havoc and leaving survivors in
complete devastation. Many victims were left with
nothing, and forced into the most unthinkable
situations. We began collecting donations in order
to help as much as possible with the recovery
efforts. Through the generosity of many donors,
we raised over $20,000. We had a truck drive all
the way from Chicago to Beaumont, TX as well

as volunteers from Dallas to deliver aid in the

city. 1400 cases of water, 450 backpacks, 480
blankets, 300 pillows, 196 air mattresses, 29
mattresses, 73 boxes of baby wipes and 45 boxes
of diapers were distributed.

Imagine having fled your home with only the clothes on your back and settling into a refugee camp with
little resources as winter approaches. Without heat or warm clothing to withstand the bitter cold, surviving
such conditions is close to unbearable. Unfortunately, this is the reality for many refugee families around
the world, including Syrian refugees living in Jordan. Alhamdulilah through this campaign, we raised
enough funds to purchase 25 blankets and 7,000 liters of fuel for our Syrian brothers and sisters bearing
the cold in refugee camps in Jordan.
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The Al Basar Foundation, with the aid of its secretary
general, Dr. Adel Rushood, seeks to bring essential eye
care to regions where access to such is limited. After
much planning, eye care camps were finally set up in
Mali, Africa, where patients with various stages of vision
issues, including blindness, were treated. On the team’s
last trip to Mali, our members were able to witness
these camps and operations first hand. They witnessed
thousands of people standing in line for an eye exam,
which many have probably never had before. But they
also witnessed many who walked out of an eye clinic
with clear vision! Alhamdulilah, through the Al Basar Eye
Campaign, funds were raised to provide an estimated
6000 exams and 512 operations. What a truly incredible
gift!




OTHER CAMPAIGNS
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At Pious Projects, our main goal is to help those who are
in need, whoever and wherever they are. Every penny is
used towards relief efforts and bettering our world, one
campaign at a time. That is why we pride ourselves on our

S | 100% donation policy which stipulates that 0 admin fees will
e = be taken out from any donation. The money donated to any
o @ 2e3 campaign is used solely to fulfill the mission of that initiative.

Our organization relies mainly on the aid of volunteers. Any
i Ll o i S G donations made to this particular campaign will be used for
sustainability costs such as IT, website maintenance, event

publications, etc. Your generosity keeps us going. Together, we can bring hope, comfort, and change
into the lives of those who need it most.

PIOUS PROJECTS ==

Personal campaigns are the ultimate way for anyone to honor
the memory of a loved one, or to simply earn Sadaga Jariyeh.
We started this initiative because early on, we received many
requests from family members who wanted to fundraise for
water wells on behalf of their loved ones. We decided to make it
simple to do so and wanted to give the opportunity to everyone
who came onto the site.

Those interested can visit our website and launch a personal
campaign for either a water well or a masjid. In 2017, 47
personal campaigns were launched! And as always, all funds
raised go directly to that project.
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Program Expenses Breakdown

¥ Village Development

® Clean Water Projects

¥ Orphan Support

® Emergency Relief & Refugee Support

¥ Food Security & Livelihood

% Seasonal (Ramadan & Udhiyah/Qurban
“ Education/Dawah

“ Other Campaigns
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Income

" Individual Donations " Individual Donations

Expenditures
|

* Program Expenses * Fundraising & Admin " Program Expenses " Fundraising & Admin

Note: 100% of Donations go towards program expenses, unless specified for admin fund
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